
Hon. Riohard L. Neuberger’ 
Sehateroffioe sailding 
wa3hington 23, D.C. 

Dear Senator Ieuberger: 

One of q uoJ..lesgue3 has told ms that you have introduced a Bill 
osl.ling for the establishsent of an additi.onal unit of ths #atEoml 
Yostita~tes of Health to deal with the impmton the publirs health of 
the developssmtof atomio energy. I have long felt that the Atos&u 
-Znergy Conxniesiosl was domihatsd by engineering aad physiual-s&me 
orieatatiom that with emm the best of good will dght atiU. be unable 
to give adequate leadership for ths proteution of ths public health. 
The climate this year is noticeably iay>sored, but the oohfusion of past 
years over U.S. polity on the potential hasards of the testing programs, 
which oams to a head with the appointmmtof the eotemittees of the National. 
Acadaq of S&noes, has left -oh to be desired. 

iVhil,a your Bill may not contain afay dire& rrfemnce to the existing 
health programs of tb A%, it ia bound to be construed in that light. 
The greatest Mahger is that your proposal either in appearance or in faot 
should hinder ths primary s&ssions of the AX,. We both feel that the aocomp 
lishment of these 0iSSiOM is mnpatible with due caution for hygiene, but 
the allocation of responsibilities in such a vital and delimte field 
shouldbe atudiedwithwueualcircrumsp~~on.Y~BIU-, if supported, 
ought at least to br* the issue to a proper focus. 

A proposal of this sort was In the baok of ql &nd in the writing of 
the enolosed sditorial, However, in soms ways the iesuea are too large 
for crasual disrrussion. 1 feel the federal governmnt ahould take Illore of 
an intsrestthan it has in ~envirohaumtal~ healthhasards, both ahemioal 
and phyadoal, but when we thihk of genati~ effects as part of hygiene, as 
we should, we my be broaching a moat I)srilous area, i.e. euganio hygiene. 
To bo quite ratcioaal, ens ailn argue that sim;Lliul ob$eetives of reduoihg 
the imidencw of defective-mutant births might be achieved by drastio 
sooial oontrol of reproduction, but I shudder to think of the meansthat 
ars needed for Ws end, and the tmre hers is surely worse than the diSetr33. 
l’hibl does shoe that its&&t be necessary to oonqwotie come genetic hoards 
from other cIauaes, for exampls for ow national security, provided we know 
just what the caluulated ridcs were. 

f would be grateful to you for a uopy of your Bill, and for word of its 
prsmnt 3tatus in th3 legislative &El. It is also a bit late, but f. have 
to oongratulats you on the splendid eampalgn that won your eleation, and 
to wish you the best of 81~03s. 

~0~3 *+qe-lg, 

.’ &j#yla E&&@rg 
ProfessoG pi Medical: &3etica 


